A Survival Guide For Your 

Senior Year

September – 

· Become very familiar with the counselor and resources available in the counselor's office - college books are in there

· Sign up for October SAT or ACT Test

· Meet with your counselor to be sure that your list includes colleges appropriate to your academic and personal record (Senior Fall Interview)

· Contact colleges you are interested in and request applications, scholarship and financial aid information

· Plan visits to colleges and/or vocational schools – see me if you need or want assistance

· Preview the scholarships available and deadlines, prepare a personal resume and cover letter to accompany all scholarships

· Research other scholarships in the counselors office or through the internet

· Attend College/Career Day in area, investigate further those colleges to which you will probably apply

October - 

· Line up your teacher recommendations (see Recommendation guidelines)

· Sign up for December/January Achievement Tests (ACT)

· Start applying to colleges/vocational schools that your are seriously interested in

· Be aware of the scholarship deadlines for the college/vocational school that you are interested in, they vary from school to school

November – 

· Keep working on your grades, remember you GPA and class rank are important

· Continue to explore career areas

· Apply for scholarships as they are available

December- April

· Be aware of the scholarship deadlines

· Encourage parents to complete income tax information as soon as possible

· Attend Financial Aid meeting - gather appropriate documents for completing the financial aid packet

· Mail the Financial Aid Packet by your college's deadline. Check to find out their deadlines early as some schools have their deadlines as early as December for scholarships

· Continue applying for scholarships

· Enjoy your final year in high school, but don't catch senioritis ( too early!!!

· Decide on the one college you will attend. Send your application fee, prepare housing application and deposit. Be Proud!

· You have completed a difficult task

· Apply, apply, apply!!! You can’t get something for nothing so take the time. 

May-

· Request that your school send your final transcript to the college you will attend (provide the office with the address of the college you will be attending)—Senior Exit Interview
· Check with you counselor on your finalized financial aid forms, become familiar with them and the process

· Write "thank you" notes to the organizations that awarded you scholarships 

· Make a copy of your diploma when you receive it

· Enjoy your graduation and look forward to college!
June, July, August -

· Look for information in the mail from your college or check your college’s website about housing, roommates, orientation, course selection, etc

· Attend Freshmen Pre-registration/Orientation

· Work and save your money, you'll need it!

· Have fun!  Be safe!

When asking for a recommendation…

· Be sure you ask appropriate people- make sure the person knows you well enough to be able to write you a good recommendation
· Make sure you give them enough time – AT LEAST TWO WEEKS
· Ask for your recommendation in person; do not have someone else ask for you!!!
· Remember- this person is your key to getting that scholarship and this is a favor to you.  No one HAS to give you a recommendation; do not just expect it.
· It is helpful to provide them with your resume so they can refer to your activities etc.
· Write a thank you- it takes a lot of time and effort to write a good recommendation, so show your appreciation
Scholarship Tips

· Understand the process that is used in this school! 

· It is your responsibility to check the Bulletin Board in the Commons
· Make a list of what scholarships you are eligible for

·  If you have questions about your eligibility, write them down as well

· Please note that if the scholarship application is an online form there will be a link to that page with the announcement on the website

· Bring in the list to your counselor so she can distribute the correct forms to you

· If you need help with any part of application process don’t hesitate to come and see your counselor for help 

· Check bulletin board for updates on new scholarships

· Check bulletin board for updates on new scholarships

· Before you write on an application, think your answers through- perhaps write them out on another paper then transfer to application

· If possible type out your answers on the form- this is much more professional looking

· Have someone look over completed application to ensure you answered everything sufficiently

· Check bulletin board for updates on new scholarships

· Give yourself plenty of time to complete applications and essays

· Keep a folder just for scholarship information with a list of deadlines for scholarships

· Have a resume handy (make extra copies to keep in your scholarship folder)

· Make copies of completed applications- you never know when you can reuse answers from application to application. Why reinvent the wheel? (Especially if your answers were particularly brilliant!)

· Keep copies of all essays you write (for same reason as above)- recycling is a wonderful thing (remember that about the papers you write in High School ( )

· Sign up for free scholarship search engines such as fastweb.com or monster.com

· Check bulletin board for updates on new scholarships

· Remember- no one will be going with you to college next year to ensure that you apply for scholarships. So be sure to learn the process for applying for scholarship at your new school just as you have to learn how the process works in Velva
· Check bulletin board for updates on new scholarships

· Did you see an underlying theme here? (
**The following is a list of the scholarships that were available last year. This list is just to give you a head’s up for this coming year.  If you know of a scholarship to add to the list please let me know. The deadlines may not be the same this year.
Scholarships with variable deadlines
· NDSCS – Diesel Mechanics
· AmericInn Chess Championship
· College/University Specific
· CollegeSTEPS Program Sweepstakes
· Collegiate Funding Services Sweepstakes
Scholarships due in October

· The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards (29th)
· Coca-Cola Scholars Program (31st)

…Due in November

· Burger King (15th)
· ND Junior Miss Program (30th)

…Due in December
· UND Pacesetter (1st) 
· Dollars of Scholars (AXA) Achievement (15th)
· VFW Veterans Tribute (31st)

· NDSCA Essay Contest (31st)

· ND Jaycee Senate Scholarship

…Due in January
· Wells Fargo (14th)

· Phi Delta Kappa International Grant for Prospective Educators (15th)

· The Foundation for Rural Education and Development (FRED) (28th)

· Elks National Foundation (30th)

· UND – Outstanding High School Leadership Award Program (31st)

· Farmers Union (31st)

…Due in February

· Wal-Mart/ Sam Walton (1st)

· Farmers Grow Ag Leaders Program Scholarship (1st)
· Valley City State University General Scholarship (1st)

· National Wild Turkey Federation (1st)

· Verendrye Electric Coop (10th)

· American Legion Girl Scout Achievement Award (11th)

· Agriculture Studies (Farmers Union) (15th)

· NDSU – College of Agriculture (15th)

· Monsanto – Commitment to Agriculture (15th)
· Cenex (15th)

· Dollars for Scholars (AXA) Community Scholarship (18th)

· The Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) (21st)

· McLean Electric Fin. Assistance (21st)

· McLean Electric Scholarship (21st)

· USbank sweepstakes (28th)

…Due in March
· Farm Credit Services (1st)

· Scheresky Ag Service, Inc. Scholarship (1st)
· U.S. Foreign Service 2005 National High School Essay Contest (1st)

· Hubert Seymour Scholarship (Farmers Union) (1st)

· Bismarck State College – Scholarship Opportunity (1st)

· American Family Insurance & Minnesota Timberwolves FastBreak Foundation (1st)

· North Dakota Farmers Union (5th)
· Pringle & Herigstad, P.C. (8th)

· American Legion Auxiliary National President’s Scholarship (10th)
· SRT College Scholarship (14th)

· Dollars for Scholars (AXA) Volunteer Service Award (15th)

· ND Telephone Co. (18th)

· ND Propane Gas Association(19th)

· UND – Kirstin Skari Leadership Award(25th)

· UND – Balance Man (25th)

· Dollars for Scholars ND College Access Network Scholarship (31st)

· Mercedes-Benz Scholarship Program (31st)

· Bremer Scholarship (30th)
· Max Faculty Scholarship (30th)
· Max Alumni Scholarship (30th)

· Max Farmers Elevator Scholarship (30th)

…Due in April

· Gate City Bank (1st)
· ND Credit Union League and Affiliates (1st)

· Reuben T. Guenthner Scholarship (1st)

· Ross Loibl Memorial Scholarship (for Varsity Basketball players-6th)

· Virgil C. & Louise Regstad Scholarship (21st)

· Robert C. Byrd Scholarship (22nd)

· Dollars for Scholars ND Military Scholarship (30th)

· Chelsey Lies Memorial Scholarship (30th)
…Due in May

· Stanley Moore (Farmers Union) (1st)
· Dollars for Scholars Edson and Margaret Larson Foundation Leadership Scholarship (1)

· American Legion Auxiliary – Parley Nursing Scholarship (2nd)

· MeritCare Foundation’s Alyce Ovidia Grangaard Memorial Scholarship (15th)

· Educational Communications Scholarship Foundation (15th)

…Due in June

· FUMP Foundation Stanley Moore Scholarship (Farmers Union) (1st)
Additional ideas:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Things for you to remember:
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